
Imminent Arrival: Repent 

Introduction: The picture of repentance is “to turn around in one’s mind.” Share a time when you had to turn 
around and go back to where you started. What did it take to get you there?  
  

First Lesson: Daniel 4:19-37 
19 Then Daniel (also called Belteshazzar) was greatly perplexed for a time, and his thoughts terrified him. So the king 

said, “Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or its meaning alarm you.”  
Belteshazzar answered, “My lord, if only the dream applied to your enemies and its meaning to your adversaries! 20 

The tree you saw, which grew large and strong, with its top touching the sky, visible to the whole earth, 21 with beautiful 
leaves and abundant fruit, providing food for all, giving shelter to the beasts of the field, and having nesting places in its 
branches for the birds of the air— 22 you, O king, are that tree! You have become great and strong; your greatness has 
grown until it reaches the sky, and your dominion extends to distant parts of the earth.  

23 “You, O king, saw a messenger, a holy one, coming down from heaven and saying, ‘Cut down the tree and destroy it, 
but leave the stump, bound with iron and bronze, in the grass of the field, while its roots remain in the ground. Let him be 
drenched with the dew of heaven; let him live like the wild animals, until seven times pass by for him.’  

24 “This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree the Most High has issued against my lord the king: 25 You 
will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle and be drenched with the 
dew of heaven. Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms 
of men and gives them to anyone he wishes. 26 The command to leave the stump of the tree with its roots means that your 
kingdom will be restored to you when you acknowledge that Heaven rules. 27 Therefore, O king, be pleased to accept my 
advice: Renounce your sins by doing what is right, and your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed. It may be that 
then your prosperity will continue.”  

28 All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 Twelve months later, as the king was walking on the roof of the royal 
palace of Babylon, 30 he said, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for 
the glory of my majesty?”  

31 The words were still on his lips when a voice came from heaven, “This is what is decreed for you, King 
Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from you. 32 You will be driven away from people and will live with 
the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle. Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High 
is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes.”  

33 Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was driven away from people and ate grass 
like cattle. His body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails like 
the claws of a bird.  

34 At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then I praised 
the Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever. His dominion is an eternal dominion; his kingdom endures 
from generation to generation. 35 All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases with the 
powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his hand or say to him: “What have you done?”  

36 At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor were returned to me for the glory of my 
kingdom. My advisers and nobles sought me out, and I was restored to my throne and became even greater than before. 
37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because everything he does is right and all his 
ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble.  

  
1.) Background: What do you know about Nebuchadnezzar? What insights do the Bible accounts of the three 
men in the fiery furnace and Nebuchadnezzar's dream of the massive statue give us into his personality?  
 
 
2.) Nebuchadnezzar thought he was the source of his own success and greatness—an assumption that is all too 
common in our sinful human hearts. What painful lesson did the LORD teach him? Do you think he finally learned 
it?  
 
 



3.) Evaluate: “Sinners don’t make themselves repent. God brings them to repentance.”  
 

Second Lesson: Acts 3:19-26 
19 “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from 
the Lord, 20 and that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you—even Jesus. 21 He must remain in 
heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets. 
22 For Moses said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you 
must listen to everything he tells you. 23 Anyone who does not listen to him will be completely cut off from among 
his people.’ 24 Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel on, as many as have spoken, have foretold these days. 25 

And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to Abraham, 
‘Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.’ 26 When God raised up his servant, he sent him first 
to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways.” 
 
1.) What is the source of spiritual power and the safe place that enables us to move beyond our sorrow and guilt 
over sin and fear of God’s judgment?  
 
2.) Respond to this statement: “Only a Christian can really repent.”  
 
3.) Review: where do you see LAW and GOSPEL in these verses? What do you think of the “balance” of Peter’s 
message?  
 

Sermon: Matthew 3:1-12 
       In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is near.” 3 This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the 
desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’ ” 

4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts 
and wild honey. 5 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 6 

Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.  
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them: 

“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with 
repentance. 9 And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out 
of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every 
tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.  

11 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose 
sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire.”  
 
1.) Generally speaking, what is “the kingdom of heaven” (also elsewhere called “the kingdom of God”)? What 
aspect of the kingdom is being highlighted in this context?   
 
2.) What necessarily flows from true repentance? (v. 7-10) What would be examples of such? 

    
3.) What events is John referencing with the Messiah’s baptizing with the Holy Spirit and fire and the clearing of 
the threshing floor—gathering the wheat and burning up the chaff? 
 
4.) Why didn’t John have any words of grace for the Pharisees and Sadducees? What does this teach us about 
when to communicate God’s law and gospel?  


