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Contemporary Catholicism 

Lesson Six—The Antichrist 

The Papacy 

The scriptural teaching on the antichrist is one of the hardest doctrines to accept, especially today in 

an age of ecumenism and toleration. Many people feel that the Smalcald Articles erred when they 

identified the pope as the antichrist. The basis for that identification, however, is the description 

given in God’s Word. In this lesson we will look at what the Catholic Church teaches today 

regarding the pope and his authority in the church.  

882 The Pope, Bishop of Rome and Peter's successor, "is the perpetual and visible source and 

foundation of the unity both of the bishops and of the whole company of the faithful." "For the 

Roman Pontiff, by reason of his office as Vicar of Christ, and as pastor of the entire Church has full, 

supreme, and universal power over the whole Church, a power which he can always exercise 

unhindered." 

 1. According to the catechism, how extensive is the authority of the pope? 

 2. What special blessings does the catechism teach that the church enjoys through the pope? 

883 "The college or body of bishops has no authority unless united with the Roman Pontiff, Peter's 

successor, as its head." As such, this college has "supreme and full authority over the universal 

Church; but this power cannot be exercised without the agreement of the Roman Pontiff." 

 3. What is the relationship between the bishops and the pope? 

 4. In the Catholic Church, bishops have supreme power. What does their allegiance to the pope 

imply about his power? 

884 "The college of bishops exercises power over the universal Church in a solemn manner in an 

ecumenical council." But "there never is an ecumenical council which is not confirmed or at least 

recognized as such by Peter's successor." 

 5. According to this paragraph, what special power do the bishops have? But what limitation is 

placed on it? 

1369 The whole Church is united with the offering and intercession of Christ. Since he has the 

ministry of Peter in the Church, the Pope is associated with every celebration of the Eucharist, 

wherein he is named as the sign and servant of the unity of the universal Church. the bishop of the 
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place is always responsible for the Eucharist, even when a priest presides; the bishop's name is 

mentioned to signify his presidency over the particular Church, in the midst of his presbyterium and 

with the assistance of deacons. the community intercedes also for all ministers who, for it and with 

it, offer the Eucharistic sacrifice: 

Let only that Eucharist be regarded as legitimate, which is celebrated under [the presidency of] the 

bishop or him to whom he has entrusted it.  

Through the ministry of priests the spiritual sacrifice of the faithful is completed in union with the 

sacrifice of Christ the only Mediator, which in the Eucharist is offered through the priests' hands in 

the name of the whole Church in an unbloody and sacramental manner until the Lord himself comes. 

 

 6. What authority does this paragraph give to the pope? Why is that significant? 

837 "Fully incorporated into the society of the Church are those who, possessing the Spirit of Christ, 

accept all the means of salvation given to the Church together with her entire organization, and who 

- by the bonds constituted by the profession of faith, the sacraments, ecclesiastical government, and 

communion - are joined in the visible structure of the Church of Christ, who rules her through the 

Supreme Pontiff and the bishops. Even though incorporated into the Church, one who does not 

however persevere in charity is not saved. He remains indeed in the bosom of the Church, but 'in 

body' not 'in heart.'" 

 7. According to this paragraph, what makes a person a member of the church? What qualification 

does the catechism mention? 

881 The Lord made Simon alone, whom he named Peter, the "rock" of his Church. He gave him the 

keys of his Church and instituted him shepherd of the whole flock. "The office of binding and 

loosing which was given to Peter was also assigned to the college of apostles united to its 

head." This pastoral office of Peter and the other apostles belongs to the Church's very foundation 

and is continued by the bishops under the primacy of the Pope. 

553 Jesus entrusted a specific authority to Peter: "I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 

and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be 

loosed in heaven." The "power of the keys" designates authority to govern the house of God, which 

is the Church. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, confirmed this mandate after his Resurrection: "Feed my 

sheep." The power to "bind and loose" connotes the authority to absolve sins, to pronounce doctrinal 

judgements, and to make disciplinary decisions in the Church. Jesus entrusted this authority to the 

Church through the ministry of the apostles and in particular through the ministry of Peter, the only 

one to whom he specifically entrusted the keys of the kingdom. 

 8. According to the catechism, what is the basis of the pope’s authority? 
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 9. How does the Catholic definition of the keys differ from what you learned in 

confirmation class? 

889 In order to preserve the Church in the purity of the faith handed on by the apostles, Christ who 

is the Truth willed to confer on her a share in his own infallibility. By a "supernatural sense of faith" 

the People of God, under the guidance of the Church's living Magisterium, "unfailingly adheres to 

this faith." 

10. What does the Catholic Church teach that Christ gave to the church? 

891 "The Roman Pontiff, head of the college of bishops, enjoys this infallibility in virtue of his 

office, when, as supreme pastor and teacher of all the faithful - who confirms his brethren in the 

faith he proclaims by a definitive act a doctrine pertaining to faith or morals.... the infallibility 

promised to the Church is also present in the body of bishops when, together with Peter's successor, 

they exercise the supreme Magisterium," above all in an Ecumenical Council. When the Church 

through its supreme Magisterium proposes a doctrine "for belief as being divinely revealed," and as 

the teaching of Christ, the definitions "must be adhered to with the obedience of faith." This 

infallibility extends as far as the deposit of divine Revelation itself. 

11. According to Catholic belief, when is the pope infallible? 

12. What does it mean that “this infallibility extends as far as the deposit of divine 

Revelation itself?” 

892 Divine assistance is also given to the successors of the apostles, teaching in communion with 

the successor of Peter, and, in a particular way, to the bishop of Rome, pastor of the whole Church, 

when, without arriving at an infallible definition and without pronouncing in a "definitive manner," 

they propose in the exercise of the ordinary Magisterium a teaching that leads to better 

understanding of Revelation in matters of faith and morals. To this ordinary teaching the faithful 

"are to adhere to it with religious assent" which, though distinct from the assent of faith, is 

nonetheless an extension of it. 

13. What is the attitude of the church supposed to be when the pope and the bishops make 

statements that are not “definitive”? 

 


