
A Study of the Book of Job: When Bad Things Happen to God’s People 

Lesson 9: Eliphaz Speaks Again and Job’s Reply (Chapters 15-17) 

Second Cycle 

Eliphaz (ch. 15)  →  Job (ch. 16-17) (Note how Job gets even bolder in his replies.) 

Bildad (ch. 18)  → Job (ch. 19) 

Zophar (ch. 20)  → Job (ch. 21) 

 

15:1-13 

• V. 4-6: Eliphaz accused Job of “undermining piety” and claiming “secret knowledge” for himself 

by maintaining his innocence. Paul was accused of the same thing as he preached the gospel. Read 

Romans 3:7-8. How does the unregenerate mind always view the free and full gospel of grace?  

 

[The sinful mind sees the gospel as foolishness and condemns it as an excuse to sin more, since all is 

forgiven. A damnable thought!] 

 

15:14-35 

• Zophar, the traditionalist, returns to the observations handed down for generations: the wicked 

come to ruin. In contrast to verse 22 (and perhaps human experience), whom do the Psalmist 

(44:22), Jesus (Mark 13:12-13), and Paul (Romans 8:35-36) say are marked for the sword?  

[believers are hated by all]  

 

 

 

• V. 29-35: How does Eliphaz poetically pour salt on Job’s wounds with these words? 

 

16:1-22   

• V.4-5: What is the irony here? Whose words are (or should be) comforting who? 

[Job says he could easily do the same to them, were they in his place. Ironically it is Job who is again and 

again holding out to THEM who are in no anguish the eternal comfort of the gospel, but they refuse it!] 

 

• V. 15: “My brow” is more literally “my horn,” which in the OT was a sign of strength. 

 

• V. 6-17: How does Job’s description of his suffering parallel that of our Savior (cf. Psalm 22)? 

 

 

 

 

• V. 18-21: Job once again comforts himself with the promise of a heavenly mediator. What is his 

relationship with this mediator? [a friend, a defense lawyer before God in heaven] 

 

 

 

 



17:1-16 

• V. 3: What is the “pledge” Job is speaking of? See Isaiah 43:3-4 and 1 Peter 1:18. 

[The pledge of the price of our redemption: the blood of Jesus, worth more than gold, rubies, and worlds 

combined!]  

 

 

 

• V. 9-16: At first glance it may seem like Job is again despairing that everyone and everything is 

against him, but based on verse 9, what bigger point is he making by emphasizing that he has 

nothing left and nothing to hope for but the grave?  

[He’s emphatically saying that, at this point no human would naturally hold onto his position of grace 

through faith as he has nothing left and it has gotten him “nothing”, but still he will! This confounds Job’s 

friends!] 

[They are behaving as “wicked” lawyers, claiming to speak on God’s behalf and “defend” God by 

accusing his innocent child. He warns them, wondering if things would turn out so well for them if the 

microscope were placed on their lives? Always a good reminder for us to stay humble!] 

after us.] 


