
Put Others First 

First Lesson: Genesis 13:1-13 
   1 So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, with his wife and everything he had, and Lot went with 
him. 2 Abram had become very wealthy in livestock and in silver and gold. 
   3 From the Negev he went from place to place until he came to Bethel, to the place between Bethel 
and Ai where his tent had been earlier 4 and where he had first built an altar. There Abram called on 
the name of the LORD. 
   5 Now Lot, who was moving about with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents. 6 But the land 
could not support them while they stayed together, for their possessions were so great that they were 
not able to stay together. 7 And quarreling arose between Abram’s herdsmen and the herdsmen of Lot. 
The Canaanites and Perizzites were also living in the land at that time. 
   8 So Abram said to Lot, “Let’s not have any quarreling between you and me, or between your 
herdsmen and mine, for we are brothers. 9 Is not the whole land before you? Let’s part company. If you 
go to the left, I’ll go to the right; if you go to the right, I’ll go to the left.” 
   10 Lot looked up and saw that the whole plain of the Jordan was well watered, like the garden of the 
LORD, like the land of Egypt, toward Zoar. (This was before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 
11 So Lot chose for himself the whole plain of the Jordan and set out toward the east. The two men 
parted company: 12 Abram lived in the land of Canaan, while Lot lived among the cities of the plain and 
pitched his tents near Sodom. 13 Now the men of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against 
the LORD. 
 
Why was Abram in this part of the world?  
 
 
"There Abram called on the name of the LORD." The Hebrew makes it clear that Abram is preaching with the 
name of the LORD. What is "the name of the LORD?" How does this change our thinking about Old Testament 
mission work? 
 
 
Why does Abram's offer to let Lot choose where to live tell us about his generosity and his faith? 
 
How can you tell that this was written after Abram's life? 

 
 
 

Sermon Text: Philippians 2:1-11 
   1If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any 
fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2then make my joy complete by being like-
minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or 
vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4Each of you should look not only 
to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  
  5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  
6Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  
7but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  
8And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even 

death on a cross!  
9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name,  



10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
 
How does St. Paul motivate believers to work hard on humility and confidence? 
 
What is the result of gospel-motivated Christ-like living? 
 
What does Christ-like humility look like? 
 
What does Christ-like confidence sound like? 

 
 

Second Lesson: John 13:1-17 
1It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world 
and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full 
extent of his love.  
   2 The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of 
Simon, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he 
had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer 
clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began 
to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 
   6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
   7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 
   8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”  
   Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 
   9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 
   10 Jesus answered, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean. 
And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and 
that was why he said not every one was clean. 
   12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you 
understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly 
so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should 
wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 I tell 
you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent 
him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them 
 
What action did Jesus choose to show his disciples "the full extent of his love?" 
 
 
Earlier the disciples had been arguing about "who was the greatest." What lesson was Jesus teaching? 
 
 
How would Jesus respond to a person who says, "That's not my job?" 
 
 
Jesus' wash8ng does much more than making feet clean. To what washing(s) might he be referring 


