
A Study of the Book of Job: When Bad Things Happen to God’s People 

Lesson 10: Bildad Speaks Again and Job’s Reply (Chapters 18-19) 

Second Cycle 

Eliphaz (ch. 15)  →  Job (ch. 16-17)  

Bildad (ch. 18)  → Job (ch. 19) 

Zophar (ch. 20)  → Job (ch. 21) 

 

18:1-21 

• Do you see any evidence in this section that Bildad is losing his patience with Job?  

[Claims Job is being “unreasonable.” Calling them stupid. Must the whole world (from the founding of the 

rocks and the mountains) be change because of you!? …Yes, because God’s truth is older/better! He also 

speaks in very terse, repetitive thoughts.] 

 

• V. 15: the NIV footnote is a better translation: “Nothing he had remains in his tent.”  

• V. 5-21: Summarize Bildad’s speech. How does he too try to stick it to Job?  

[Like a broken record from the friends, his argument is that the wicked are always brought down—often 

quickly, as if by an unseen trap from God. He insinuates that Job is such an evil person: “death eats at his 

limbs”, “has nothing left”, “fire devours his dwelling,” “no roots/branches = no future”, “no survivors”, he 

is appalling to the people of east and west (though well known). Thus, given what has happened, Job must 

belong among the enemies of God.] 

 

Note: The book of Job, like much of Hebrew and ancient literature, is chiastically (“X”) arranged with the 

most important point being in the middle/center. Job 19 is the center of the book. 

 

19:1-22  

• V. 1-6: Of what does Job accuse his friends? How do Jesus’ similar words of warning in Luke 13:1-

5 rebuke us when disaster or tragedy strikes others?     

[He accuses them of being sin detectives, and smugly using his humiliation to make themselves feel 

secure. … We CANNOT forget, that when disaster/tragedy strikes… we are no better! There but by the 

grace of God do I!]  

• 7-22: Compare Job’s words to our Savior’s passion. What similarities do you find? How had Job’s 

suffering effected his relationships? 

[Jesus got no reply from God. He received “injustice” = mercy for us! Counted as God’s enemy as the object 

of all our sins. Disciples/Friends deserted him. Nothing left. No one to show him pity. Job will later be 

rebuked by God for his words.] 

 

19:23-29 

• These verses contain the most beloved and well-known words of Job, yes, even in the entire 

Scripture. While the sense is clear, like the rest of Job, the unique word choices and compression 

of poetic thought pose some interpretive challenges.  

 

 

 



• V. 23-24: How certain is Job about what he is about to confess? How has the LORD done better? 

(cf. Is. 40:8) 

[He wants his words recorded for posterity, even written on lead or carved into rocks! The LORD has done 

even more by recording them in his Word, which as Isaiah and Peter say, “stand forever” and Jesus says, 

“will never pass away.”] 

 

• V. 25: “Redeemer” = said of a kinsman whose duty it was to buy one out of slavery and debt (cf. 

Boaz being the “kinsman-redeemer” for Ruth and Naomi).  

 

• V. 25: literally, “he will stand upon the dust” = dust of the earth or dust of Job’s remains/grave?  

 

• V. 26: “destroyed” could also be understood as “surrounded”. How is that a defensible 

understanding from Scripture (cf. 1 Cor. 15:42ff; 2 Corinthians 5:1-5)?  

 

[we will be “clothed” with the new/glorified body] 

 

• V. 25-27: What comfort do you find in the following words and phrases? (May we use these truths 

as we grieve with family or friends!) 

o “my Redeemer”  

[This is personal. While it is true that Jesus redeems the whole world, he has redeemed me.] 

 

o “lives”  

[We have an ever-living and active Mediator who is always serving on our behalf before God. He has 

defeated death so we can hope in him.] 

 

o “in my flesh I will see God”… “with my own eyes”  

[Job, like us, had hope for a personal bodily resurrection. Our Christian hope exceeds this life and 

personhood continues beyond. No matter what happens to us/our bodies here, our constant hope is that 

we will live again to see God. Being able to see God means being one of his holy ones!] 

 

• V. 28-29: Having articulated some of the most profound and comforting words in Scripture, of 

what does Job warn his friends?   

[You think that if you silence me/hound me then you’re unbelieving consciences will be at rest and your 

blessedness secure, but don’t think that means you will escape God’s wrath. There will be punishment!] 


