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1 Corinthians: A Congregation in Crisis 

Lesson 2: A Crisis of Divisions (1 Corinthians 1:10-4:21) 

 

Introduction: The power of teamwork. What are some teams that you’ve been part 

of in life? What are the value and benefits of teamwork? 

 

THE DIVISIONS WITHIN THE CORINTHIAN CONGREGATION  

1.) Based on 1 Corinthians 1:10-17, fill in the chart that illustrates the divisions among the believers. 

1 Corinthians 1:10-17 I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree 
with one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in 
mind and thought. 11 My brothers, some from Chloe’s household have informed me that there are 
quarrels among you. 12 What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; 
another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.”  

13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized into the name of Paul? 14 I am thankful 
that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so no one can say that you were baptized 
into my name. 16 (Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if I 
baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with words 
of human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.  

Group Affiliation Claimed Possible Reason for Allegiance Paul’s response 

“I follow Paul…” 
 

Loyalty to Paul  Fsf 
 
 

   

“I follow 
Apollos...” 

 

Loyalty to Apollos     

“I follow 
Cephas…” 

 

Loyalty to Cephas     

“I follow 
Christ…” 

 

Loyalty to Christ alone     

 

The Corinthian Christians boasted about which messenger they followed. Paul reminded them that it was more 
important to follow the correct message, the gospel of Christ, which is the wisdom of God (1:17).  
 
2.) Group Up! For each of the following sections note the difference between human wisdom and God’s wisdom. 
Then report back to the class.  
 



 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the 

intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is 

the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since in the 

wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness 

of what was preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for 

wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but 

to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man’s 

strength.  

Notes:  

 

 

1 Corinthians 1:26–2:5 Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were 

wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the 

foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the 

strong. 28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—

to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 30 It is because of him that you are 

in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and 

redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.” 2:1 When I came to you, 

brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about 

God. 2 For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 I came 

to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. 4 My message and my preaching were not with 

wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 5 so that your faith might not 

rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power.  

Notes:  

 

 

1 Corinthians 2:6-16 We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the 

wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7 No, we speak of God’s secret 

wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. 8 None 

of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 

However, as it is written: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has 

prepared for those who love him”— 10 but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit.  

The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 11 For who among men knows the thoughts 

of a man except the man’s spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except 

the Spirit of God. 12 We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we 



 

may understand what God has freely given us. 13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human 

wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. 14 The man 

without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness 

to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15 The spiritual man 

makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to any man’s judgment: 16 “For who has 

known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.  

Notes:  

 

 
3.) In 3:1-9, Paul returned to his original concern. The Corinthian Christians boasted about which 
messenger they followed. Why didn’t it matter who they followed? What was the real power at work?  
 
 
 

1 Corinthians 3:1-9 Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly—mere infants in Christ. 
2 I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. 3 You 
are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not 
acting like mere men? 4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not 
mere men?  

5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe—as the 
Lord has assigned to each his task. 6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. 7 So 
neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 8 The man 
who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own 
labor. 9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.  

 
4.) What is Paul’s point in 3:21-23?  

 

 

1 Corinthians 3:21-23 So then, no more boasting about men! All things are yours, 22 whether Paul or 

Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, 23 and you are 

of Christ, and Christ is of God. 

5.) Agree or disagree: “Paul loved being an apostle and everything that it involved.” 
 
 
 

1 Corinthians 4:1-2, 8-16, 18-21 So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as those 
entrusted with the secret things of God. 2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must 
prove faithful. 

8 …Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! You have become kings—and that 
without us! How I wish that you really had become kings so that we might be kings with you! 9 For it 



 

seems to me that God has put us apostles on display at the end of the procession, like men condemned 
to die in the arena. We have been made a spectacle to the whole universe, to angels as well as to men. 
10 We are fools for Christ, but you are so wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are 
honored, we are dishonored! 11 To this very hour we go hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we are brutally 
treated, we are homeless. 12 We work hard with our own hands. When we are cursed, we bless; when 
we are persecuted, we endure it; 13 when we are slandered, we answer kindly. Up to this moment we 
have become the scum of the earth, the refuse of the world. 14 I am not writing this to shame you, but 
to warn you, as my dear children. 15 Even though you have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not 
have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. 16 Therefore I urge you 
to imitate me… 

18 Some of you have become arrogant, as if I were not coming to you. 19 But I will come to you very soon, 
if the Lord is willing, and then I will find out not only how these arrogant people are talking, but what 
power they have. 20 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power. 21 What do you prefer? 
Shall I come to you with a whip, or in love and with a gentle spirit?  

 
6.) List some ways that you might try to encourage your pastor when he’s feeling a lot like the apostle 
Paul. 

 
 
 
 

CONCLUSION 

Review the benefits of teamwork that you discussed in the opening discussion. Compare this with how 
Paul encouraged the Corinthians to work together as a united team. Choose one area of your 
congregation’s ministry and write a prayer asking the Lord to bless all efforts to work together in unity 
and peace. 


