
 

 

 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Faith in Jesus as Savior for the forgiveness of sins and eternal life are the bedrock of the Christian faith. Without 
this truth we have no hope.  
 
While these two promises are God’s final and forever solution to all our problems, the immediate answer to 
every hurt is not “your sins are forgiven, heaven is yours, have a nice day!”  
 
God gives us many more promises and examples of his love and care to encourage us along the way.  
 

Sin’s Brokenness and God’s Solutions   
 
1.) Brainstorm some of the hurts/pains, problems, temptations, etc. that can trouble believers or unbelievers.  
 
While there is interconnectedness and overlap, let’s group them under three different headings… 
 

 
Physical 

Social / Situational 
(society, culture, church, family) 

 
Spiritual / Emotional 

 Danger 

 Lack of necessities (food/water) 

 Bodily pain 

 Chronic pain 

 Immobility (trapped in rehab or 
incarceration, etc.) 

 Sickness/disease 

 Disability  

 Abuse 

 Crime  

 Substance abuse  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Broken relationships (divorce, 
affairs, lack of contrition and 
forgiveness)  

 Betrayal 

 Tension  

 Loss of job / money trouble / loss 
of property  

 Death of a loved one 

 Ethnic 
pain/Discrimination/racism  

 Lack of trust (church, family, 
government, etc.) 

 Abuse  

 Hopeless 

 Despair/anxiety 

 Skepticism / Doubts 

 Envy of others  

 Unforgiven  

 Self-righteous  

 Feeling ignored / lonely 

 Overwhelmed, overworked  

 Scared or anxious about 
tomorrow  

 Mourning loss 

 Abuse 

LESSON 8 – A Bible Story for Every Occasion 



2.) What are some Bible stories or events in the life of Jesus that we might “pair up” to remedy or show God’s 
empathy with some specific problems or hurts in people’s lives? 
 

 Physical – experience of Job, bodily experiences of Jesus (birth, circumcision, fasted for 40 days in the 
wilderness, beating, whipping, immobility, bearing hell and death itself… to rescue us from these); 
ministry of Jesus: his care for the hurting, sick, disabled, widowed, fatherless 

 
 
 
 

 Social / Situational – experience of Job, Joseph, King David, Jesus living modestly (no place to lay his head, 
dependent on gifts of others); death of loved ones (Joseph; Lazarus); rejected by family (thought out of 
mind); rejected by religious leaders; humiliated by soldiers (“hail king of the Jews”); experienced betrayal 
of close friend, abandonment by friends (and even God the Father on the cross, so we would NEVER have 
to be separated from God); suffered complete injustice from government. 

 
 
 

 Spiritual / Emotional – Temptation by the devil in the wilderness; betrayal; loneliness; loss of loved ones;  
overwhelmed with sorry to the point of death in Gethsemane; abandonment (maximized at passion and 
cross); frustration at lack of faith, unbelief, coldness of sinners, clearing of temple 

 
 
 
3.) How can we use these to point to the highest expression of God’s love and grace in Jesus? 
 
 
 
 

NEXT TIME – January 8th – NEW SERIES: A Scriptural Response to Homosexuality 


