
A Scriptural Response to Homosexuality 

Lesson 3: Mimicking God’s Response to Sin Within the Family 

of Believers (Part 2) 

INTRODUCTION 

As a group list the wide range of reactions that people can have towards sin and evil.  

 

 

Anger, disgust/sick to stomach, shock, fear, curious to know what the Bible says, sinful curiosity, 

bewilderment, confusion, indifference, condoning, embracing, promoting, engaging 

Mimicking God’s Response: Confronting Sin Within the Family  

1.) This is not easy, but it is God’s good will for us!   

Matthew 18:15 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between 

the two of you… 

Luke 17:3 “So watch yourselves. If your brother sins, rebuke him…” 

Matthew 7:5 “First take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to 

remove the speck from your brother’s eye.” 

Ezekiel 33:7-8 “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; so hear 

the word I speak and give them warning from me. When I say to the wicked, ‘O wicked 

man, you will surely die,’ and you do not speak out to dissuade him from his ways, that 

wicked man will die for his sin, and I will hold you accountable for his blood.” 

Hebrews 13:17 Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over 

you as men who must give an account. 

Galatians 6:1-2 Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should 

restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. Carry each other’s 

burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 

2.) What is to be our primary motive for confronting one another?  

 Desire to save each other from self-deception destruction, faith can be lost!   

Matthew 18:15 “If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between 

the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over.” 



Luke 17:3-4 “If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him. If he sins 

against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, ‘I repent,’ 

forgive him.”  

Ezekiel 33:12-16 “Therefore, son of man, say to your countrymen, ‘The righteousness of 

the righteous man will not save him when he disobeys, and the wickedness of the wicked 

man will not cause him to fall when he turns from it. The righteous man, if he sins, will 

not be allowed to live because of his former righteousness.’ If I tell the righteous man that 

he will surely live, but then he trusts in his righteousness and does evil, none of the 

righteous things he has done will be remembered; he will die for the evil he has done. 

And if I say to the wicked man, ‘You will surely die,’ but he then turns away from his sin 

and does what is just and right… he will surely live; he will not die.  None of the sins he 

has committed will be remembered against him. He has done what is just and right; he 

will surely live.  

1 Corinthians 9:26-27 I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man 

beating the air. No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to 

others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize. 

Jude 4-6 They are godless men, who change the grace of our God into a license for 

immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord. Though you already know 

all this, I want to remind you that the Lord delivered his people out of Egypt, but later 

destroyed those who did not believe. And the angels who did not keep their positions of 

authority but abandoned their own home—these he has kept in darkness, bound with 

everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day. 

3.) What is our secondary motive? 

 Tolerance of sin, destroys faith, tempts to sin, leads towards indifference  

 
1 Corinthians 5:1-2, 6 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, 
and of a kind that does not occur even among pagans: A man has his father’s wife. And 
you are proud! Shouldn’t you rather have been filled with grief… Your boasting is not 
good. Don’t you know that a little yeast works through the whole batch of dough? 
 

Revelation 2:20 “You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. By her 

teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed 

to idols.” 

Mark 9:42 “If anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be 

better for him to be thrown into the sea with a large millstone tied around his neck.” 

Galatians 6:1 But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted.  



4.) What should NOT be among our motives?  

Matthew 18:28-30 “But when that servant [whose debt had been cancelled by his master] 

went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He 

grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded. His 

fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you 

back.’ But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he 

could pay the debt.” 

Matthew 9:10-13 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors 

and “sinners” came and ate with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they 

asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and ‘sinners’?” On 

hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and 

learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the 

righteous, but sinners.” 

Matthew 13:24-30 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man 

who sowed good seed in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and 

sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. When the wheat sprouted and formed 

heads, then the weeds also appeared. The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, 

didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ ‘An 

enemy did this,’ he replied. The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them 

up?’ ‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the 

wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the 

harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the 

wheat and bring it into my barn.’ ”  

Jude 3 Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we 

share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all 

entrusted to the saints. 

5.) What if a fellow-believer refuses to repent after gentle, loving, private admonition?  

 See comments 

Matthew 18:16-17 “But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every 

matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ If he refuses to 

listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat 

him as you would a pagan or a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth 

will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, 

truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done 

for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three gather in my name, there am I 

with them.” 



1 Corinthians 5:4-5 When you are assembled in the name of our Lord Jesus and I am with 

you in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is present, hand this man over to Satan, so 

that the sinful nature may be destroyed and his spirit saved on the day of the Lord.  

1 Corinthians 5:11, 13 But now I am writing you that you must not associate with anyone 

who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, 

a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat. … “Expel the wicked man from 

among you.” 

2 Thessalonians 3:14 If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special 

note of him. Do not associate with him, in order that he may feel ashamed. Yet do not 

regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.  

6.) Even in the final/extreme step of excommunication, what door is still open?  

 Consider the conclusion of the example from Corinth… 

2 Corinthians 2:7-11 Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will 

not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm your love for 

him. The reason I wrote you was to see if you would stand the test and be obedient in 

everything. If you forgive anyone, I also forgive him. And what I have forgiven—if there 

was anything to forgive—I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, in order that 

Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes.  

CONCLUSION  

Rewinding to the beginning of our study, what are some traps that individual Christians, 

congregations, and denominations can fall into when it comes to responding to sin in their midst?  

 

 

 Some overemphasize the gospel at the expense of the law (i.e. condone and even promote 

what God says is sinful, so as not to drive anyone away, leads to licentiousness) 

 Some are indifferent about sin (don’t talk about it, don’t say “yes” or “no”)  

 Some overemphasize the law at the expense of the gospel (i.e. keep church morally pure, 

turn away any who struggle with sin)  

 Some warn of the dangers of sin, while seeking to win hearts for repentance and grace  


