
A Study of the Book of Job: When Bad Things Happen to God’s People 

Lesson 15: Elihu Speaks for God: Part 1 (Chapters 32-35) 

Introduction: Who is Elihu? 

• His name means “he is my God.” 

• The author of Job tells us that Elihu was a descendant of a man named Buz, who may be identified 

as a son of Abraham’s brother Nahor, who had an older brother named Uz (Gen. 22:21). So it is 

possible that Elihu and Job were distant relatives. 

• He has the longest uninterrupted speech in Job. Yet it is difficult to ascertain its purpose. He comes 

out of nowhere, speaks, and disappears and no comment is made on his words. Some 

commentators say he is just a young hot-head, who likes to hear himself talk; others maintain 

that he “speaks for God” (although not everything he asserts is accurate and he often reads too 

much into Job’s words).  

 

32:1-5 

• Why did the three friends give up speaking to Job? 

[He continued to maintain his righteousness/innocence.] 

 

• What compelled Elihu to speak? 

[He was angry (2x) that Job had insisted on justifying himself instead of God. (i.e. Job made a bigger deal 

about HIS innocence rather than saying God is holy and just). Indeed, Job had repeatedly demanded that 

God give him an answer for why this was happening to him. The friends had not succeeded in 

refuting/condemning Job, but by insisting God operates based on (good) works, they were really 

condemning God for not behaving justly in this case.] 

 

32:6-22 

• From where does Elihu claim his insight? (v. 8, 18-22) 

[He claims that he has understanding from God and propelled by the Spirit.] 

 

33:1-7 

• V. 1 – The only of the friends to address Job by name.  

• Unlike the other three friends, how does Elihu identify with Job? 

[He speaks from the perspective of a fellow-believer, who humbly acknowledges that it is the Spirit who 

gives life to his otherwise lifeless clay.] 

 

33:8-13 

• Elihu faults Job on three counts. What are they? (v. 9, 10, 13) 

[He faults Job for maintaining his innocence (seems to suggest that Job went too far with protesting his 

innocence… which perhaps he did in that he does not always connect it God’s grace in the Savior; that Job 

would accuse God of being his enemy; that he would demand an answer from God.] 

 

33:14-22 

• What does Elihu include among God’s means of communication?  

[In a time that was pre-Moses and written revelation… dreams, visions, and suffering.]  

 



33:23-33 

• How does Elihu show that he knows the gospel? What does God ultimately use it to do? 

[He speaks of the Angel (messenger) and Mediator that Job had confessed earlier (the Savior), who pleads 

God’s grace for him, promises a ransom for him (contra Satan’s accusations); in order that the sinner may 

hope in God and come to repentance and kept from eternal death.] 

 

34:1-9 

• Chapters 34 and 35 are dedicated to refuting Job’s denial of God’s justice (i.e. that he, Job, is innocent 

by faith – v. 5 and he has lived a godly life – v. 9, and yet God punishes him anyway).  

 

34:10-20 

• Elihu’s first point: Why is it foolish and irreverent to question God’s justice? 

[While Job had never accused God of wrong/evil; he comes close by insinuating that God has no reason for 

doing this to him. But God cannot do wrong—this is impossible! Nor is he capable of doing injustice. In 

fact, if he wanted to cease ALL life immediately, even that would be within his rights! He is the great God 

who shows no partiality to rulers or rich or poor.] 

 

34:21-37 

• Elihu’s second point: Why is it foolish and irreverent to question God’s justice? (v. 21-28) 

[He sees perfectly/constantly all the ways of men (there is nowhere to hide) and punishes accordingly.] 

 

• Elihu’s third point: Why is it foolish and irreverent to question God’s justice? (v. 29-33) 

[(From our perspective) There is mystery in God’s justice. If he (apparently) remains silent and does 

nothing, who has the right to scold him? If a man “repents” and changes his ways why must God respond 

in kind? He does not, nor need not function in our terms!] 

 

35:1-8 

• V.2 – lit. “my righteousness is more than God’s” 

• Elihu’s fourth point: Why is it foolish and irreverent to question God’s justice? 

[As we have said before: Our sin and our righteousness (good works) don’t do anything TO God (i.e. 

diminish or hurt him), or do anything FOR (that he’s not doing already).] 

 

35:9-16 

• As was already stated previously (27:8-10), even when God puts people through affliction, what 

capacity do they lack? (v. 10-13; cf. Rom. 3:10-12) How much less does God need to listen when you 

(Job) complain that he is derelict in his duty and unjust!  

[They do not seek God as their GOOD Maker, who gives them heaven-sent wisdom more than the animals; 

so God pays no attention to their pleas.] 


