
A Study of the Book of Job: When Bad Things Happen to God’s People 

Lesson 11: Zophar Speaks Again and Job’s Reply (Chapters 20-21) 

Second Cycle 

Eliphaz (ch. 15)  →  Job (ch. 16-17)  

Bildad (ch. 18)  → Job (ch. 19) 

Zophar (ch. 20)  → Job (ch. 21) 

 

20:1-3 

• What were the driving forces behind Zophar’s reply?  

[His own self-honor and his understanding. Faith is lacking as a consideration.]  

 

20:4-19  

• How does Zophar start to “soften” the argument of the three friends that the good are rewarded 

and the evil are punished?  

[In theory he begins to grant that perhaps Job is correct in that the wicked often experience great 

prosperity and power in this life. Zophar now grants that this MAY happen, but when it does it is only brief, 

which is closer to being in line with Asaph in Psalm 73:4ff.] 

 

20:20-29 

• V. 20: Solomon says similarly in Ecclesiastes (1:8; 6:7): All things are wearisome, more than 

one can say. The eye never has enough of seeing, nor the ear its fill of hearing. …All man’s 

efforts are for his mouth, yet his appetite is never satisfied. What are some reasons why 

it is futile to find any lasting contentment in our worldly circumstances? What is the secret 

to true contentment (cf. 1 Timothy 6:6-11; Philippians 4:10-13)?  

[Things and comforts here come and go (as Job knew so well!). Things here break down, lose their 
luster, newer and better version, etc. Peace, purpose, and fulfillment are found in Jesus and his 
love and value of us and his promise that that he will provide what we need each day.] 
 

• V. 26ff: More thinly veiled references to Job’s misfortune.  

 

21:1-21 

• V. 1-6: What is Job’s evaluation of his friend’s advice?  

[Just LISTEN to what I’m saying! You should be astonished and terrified by what has happened to me, not 

mocking me in my affliction!] 

 

• V. 7-13: These verses read much like Psalm 73:4ff. What blessings do the wicked seem to enjoy in 

this life? 

[Increase in power; family; safety; money; carefree/fun life; prosperity and die in peace.] 

 

 

 

 



• V. 14-16: Why is it so astounding and morally confounding that the wicked should be so blessed 

by God? 

[They thumb their noses at God and want nothing to do with him, serving or praying to him, even though 

he is the source of their prosperity!] 

 

 

• V. 19-21: According to human reason, what would be a better, more effective justice instead?  

[It would make more sense if God WOULD punish them immediately and directly (immediate reinforcement 

for them and for onlookers), but he doesn’t. Instead, he often visits parents’ wrongs upon their children.] 

 

21:22-26 

• Rather than the “good” being rewarded and the “bad” being punished, what happens instead (cf. 

Ecclesiastes 9:1-3)? Why would God operate in such a topsy-turvy way (cf. 1 Sam. 16:7; 1 Tim. 2:4; 

Isaiah 57:1)?  

[It seems like all is purely random--the rich/the poor, the good/the bad—tragedy and death strike them 

both and they are equalized in the grave. God sees the heart. He is not a respecter of outward actions like 

we humans are. Moreover, his primary goal is not solely to create more (outwardly) moral people, but to 

SAVE as many as possible, however it takes (and he knows exactly what it takes and when is best).] 

 

21:27-34 

• If Job were a betting man, who would he argue more often meets a happy end?  

[It would seem that the wicked are more often eulogized and remembered by the world.] 


