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A challenge for followers of Jesus, especially the timid:

 1. Be bold for the gospel. (2 Timothy 1:7-8)

For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? 
Or am I trying to please man? If I were still trying to 
please man, I would not be a servant of Christ.

Galatians 1:10 (ESV)

 2. Be willing to suffer for the gospel. (2 Timothy 1:8-12)

  How? By the power of God. (2 Timothy 1:8)

  Why? Because Jesus and the gospel are worth it.
    (2 Timothy 1:9-12)

“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me 
first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you as 
its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I 
have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world 
hates you. Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not 
greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they 
will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, 
they will obey yours also.”

John 15:18-20 (NIV)
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3. Be protective of the gospel. (2 Timothy 1:13-14)

“We have been called to protect this gospel. We must 
protect the gospel from intruders, wolves, and heretics 
who want to add to or take away from the purity of it. 
We must keep studying the gospel; we must keep 
exemplifying the gospel; and we must keep teaching the 
gospel all so that our people may know it and 
communicate it to a world that so desperately needs to 
receive it.”

David Platt, Daniel L. Akin, and Tony Merida,
Christ-Centered Exposition: 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus,

B&H Publishing Group, Nashville, TN, 2013, p. 155.

Conclusion: You don’t have what it takes, but the Holy Spirit 
   will empower you. (2 Timothy 1:8, 14)
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