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Finish Well
Courageous Message Series Week 2

1 Timothy 1:3-20
Pastor Jeff Burkholder

April 19, 2026

Lessons to help us finish well:

 A. Be on guard against false teaching. (1 Timothy 1:3-11)

“It is a solemn fact that any given church can depart 
from the faith in less than a generation. To imagine 
otherwise is to be so inflated with the helium of naive 
pride that we imagine we are above the human 
condition and that of the church itself, impervious to 
what happens in life and history.”

R. Kent Hughes & Bryan Chapell, 1-2 Timothy and Titus,
Crossway, Wheaton, IL, 2012, p. 34.

1. Read and study the Word of God.

 * The Bible Recap app (thebiblerecap.com)

2. Be on the lookout for anything that adds to or 
replaces the gospel.

“Any time we try to add to God’s gracious work in the 
gospel we pervert it. The idea is that by doing certain 
works—following certain rules or obeying certain 
laws—you can earn God’s favor. This runs counter to 
the biblical gospel.”

David Platt, Danile L. Akin, Tony Merida, Christ-Centered 
Exposition: Exalting Jesus in 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus, B&H 

Publishing Group, Nashville, TN, 2013, p. 14.

3. Have a humble, teachable, and submissive spirit.
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B. Never move on from the gospel. (1 Timothy 1:12-17)

1. The gospel keeps us grounded and humble.

2. The gospel produces gratitude and praise.

*Recommended devotionals:
• New Morning Mercies: A Daily Gospel Devotional 

by Paul David Tripp
• Whiter Than Snow: Meditations on Sin and Mercy 

by Paul David Tripp

 C. Fight the good fight. (1 Timothy 1:18-20)

“What you know and believe about God is everything, 
because what you know and believe will determine how 
you live. Doctrine determines conduct. Right doctrine 
makes it possible to ‘wage the good warfare.’”

David Platt, Danile L. Akin, Tony Merida, Christ-Centered 
Exposition: Exalting Jesus in 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus, B&H 

Publishing Group, Nashville, TN, 2013, p. 54.

  1. Cling to your faith in Christ and keep your 
   conscience clear.

  2. Don’t be naive or arrogant.

“No one is immune to the temptation to wander 
from the gospel. No elder, no deacon, no 
teacher, no small-group leader, and no member 
of the church is exempt from this warning.”

David Platt, Danile L. Akin, Tony Merida, Christ-Centered 
Exposition: Exalting Jesus in 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus, B&H 

Publishing Group, Nashville, TN, 2013, p. 20.

*Baptisms are on May 31. Sign up at cbcpa.org/events.
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