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Scripture: 
At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a 

census should be taken throughout the Roman Empire. (This was 
the first census taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria.) All 
returned to their own ancestral towns to register for this census. 
And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had 

to go to Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled 
there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. He took with him 
Mary, to whom he was engaged, who was now expecting a 

child. And while they were there, the time came for her baby to 
be born. She gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him 

snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no lodging available for them. —Luke 2:1-7 

 

Song: 
O Holy Night! 

The stars are brightly shining 
It is the night of the dear Savior's birth! 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining 
Till he appear'd and the soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope the weary soul rejoices 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 

 
Fall on your knees 

Oh hear the angel voices 
Oh night divine 

Oh night when Christ was born 
Oh night divine 
Oh night divine 

 
Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming 
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand 
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming 

Here come the wise men from Orient land 



The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger 
In all our trials born to be our friend 

 
Truly He taught us to love one another 
His law is love and His gospel is peace 

Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother 
And in His name all oppression shall cease 

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, 
Let all within us praise His holy name 

 

Notes: 
1. The census was a display of manmade power. 
2. The journey to Bethlehem was an act of obedience. 
3. The birth of Jesus was a divine promise perfectly fulfilled. 

 

In Jerusalem, the Lord of Heaven’s Armies will spread a wonderful 
feast for all the people of the world. It will be a delicious banquet 

with clear, well-aged wine and choice meat. There he will 
remove the cloud of gloom, the shadow of death that hangs 

over the earth. He will swallow up death forever! The Sovereign 
Lord will wipe away all tears. He will remove forever all insults and 

mockery against his land and people. The Lord has spoken! In 
that day the people will proclaim, “This is our God! We trusted in 
him, and he saved us! This is the Lord, in whom we trusted. Let us 

rejoice in the salvation he brings!” —Isaiah 25:6-9 

The faithful love of the Lord never ends! His mercies never cease. 
Great is his faithfulness; his mercies begin afresh each morning. I 
say to myself, “The Lord is my inheritance; therefore, I will hope in 

him!” —Lamentations 3:22-24 

 

Today and This Week: 
• Thank God for giving us such a holy night for us to remember and 

celebrate. 
• Share with God how weary you are. 
• Ask Him to give you hope and joy. 
• Think of how you’ve missed the real reason we celebrate, and ask God to 

bring focus to your worship and celebration. 


