
Key verses: John 15:1-17    

Theme verse for 2021-2022 program year:                                    

“I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, 
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.”  

John 15:5 ESV

True followers of Jesus need to grow in 3 areas:                        

• Knowledge - “Stuff” we need to _______________             2 Peter 3:18; Colossians 1:9

• Character - The process of _____________ a specific kind of person         Colossians 3:10

• Skill - Ability to __________ His mission              Romans 8:28, Matthew 28:19-20

Working definition of a disciple:        Matthew 4:19; 1 John 2:13
Someone who is __________ Jesus, ______________ by Jesus, and is __________ to the mission of Jesus

So what do we need to know?

3 big categories of “stuff” I need to know:                       

• God             Psalm 115:3; 145:9; Mark 10:18; Isaiah 55:8-9

◊ He __________, is ___________, and is ______________ from me           
                   Ephesians 3:10; 1 Corinthians 1:25-29; 2 Corinthians 12:8-10; Hebrews 12:6-7, 10-11;  
                   Matthew 26:42 

• The world I’m living in

◊ Is both  _________________________           Ephesians 6:12, Proverbs 20:4, Galatians 6:7-8

• People (including me)

◊ _________________  from God              Jeremiah 17:9; Isaiah 59:2; Romans 3:23

◊ _________________________  to connect back to God      John 14:6; Acts 4:12

◊ Abiding in Jesus is a daily  _____________          John 15:4-6, 10-11
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The Marks of a Spiritual Person Self Evaluation* (A - Always, S - Sometimes, N - Never)

____ I desire God’s ways rather than my preferences     1 Thessalonians 4:7, Ecclesiastes 2:26
____ I desire to see the honor of God advance through my life, even if it means suffering temporary   

  dishonor or loss          1 Corinthians 10:31; Luke 9:23; John 16:33; 2 Timothy 3:12
____ I approach life from God’s point of view            Colossians 1:9-10
____ I would rather die right than live wrong                  Daniel 3:16-17
____ I have a willingness to see others advance at my expense      2 Corinthians 12:15
____ I habitually make eternal judgments rather than temporal judgments            Hebrews 11:26

*Adapted from “Marks of a Spiritual Person” by Gene Warr

Recommended Resources: 

2012 HCW Conference: Leadership – Teaming with God by Harold Bullock 

30 Days to Growing in Your Faith by Max Anders

Memory Verse

“I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much 
fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.   ” 

John 15:5 ESV

My Next Steps:

o I’ll memorize John 15:5

o Today, for the first time, I’ll choose to follow Jesus!

o I’ll take the Marks of a Spiritual Person Self Evaluation and pick one area to work on

o I’ll pray and ask God what I areas I need to know more about

o Invite a friend to join me next week

o I’ll  ________________________________________


