
Life Group Guide: “Serving”

Dates: 3/8/20- 3/15/20 

Focus: As we prepare to expand into our new facility, we want to be prepared for the favor 
and growth the we believe God will give. Part of this is discipling our congregation to use 
their gifts to serve. Tonight we want to examine the model Jesus gave of what serving looks 
like in the kingdom, as well as the benefits that engaging in service holds for our individual 
lives. 

Video: 
Show the video. It is about 4 minutes long. It will set up the conversation on serving. 

Scripture:  

John 13: 1-17 (NIV) 
Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet 

13 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to 
leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 
them to the end. 2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted 
Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all 
things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he 
got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 
5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them 
with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 
“Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am 
doing, but later you will understand.” 8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter 
replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 10 Jesus answered, “Those who 
have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, 
though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why 
he said not every one was clean. 12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his 
clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked 
them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, 
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I 
have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no 
servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 
17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 

Reflection Time 
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• We recommend taking about 4-5 minutes for people to reflect after the passage. But 
before you do, say something like: 

o “I encourage you to first take a couple minutes to reflect on this passage and 
the video, come up with any questions, connections, or what the passage says 
to you tonight.” 

Questions for Discussion: 
Remember to mark the questions that are most pertinent before you gather. 

Question: In verses 1-3 of the passage, how do we see Jesus responding to his coming death 
on the cross? (HINT: He is both confident of the outcome (verse 3), but also aware of the work 
of Satan (verse 2), and the pain he will go through. He knows what he will accomplish, but he 
also sees burden he will have to shoulder to get there.) 

Observation: In biblical times, a person’s feet were usually the dirtiest part of their body. 
Shoes were often open and poorly made, and people walked on dirt roads to most 
destinations. It was a very vulnerable thing for someone to have another wash their feet, and 
it was usually a task reserved for servants to do for masters.  

Question: In verse 5, Jesus begins to wash his disciples’ feet. What do you think this shows 
about who Jesus is, given he is about to be betrayed and die? 

Question: In verse 8, Peter initially strongly resists Jesus’ attempts to wash his feet. Why do 
you think that is? Have you been uncomfortable with someone serving you and pushed 
them away? 

Observation: Jesus responds to Peter’s resistance with a challenge in verse 8- “Unless I wash 
you, you will have no part with me.” This challenge is twofold. First, it symbolizes that all who 
are in Christ need to receive his gift of grace to wash them of sin. Second, it also proposes that 
those who would be close to God need to receive his gifts and his servant leadership. By 
serving those he loves, Jesus establishes intimacy, love, and community- and in verse 14, he 
calls us to do the same. 

Question: How can serving people and serving with people build love, community, and 
intimacy? 

Question: In verse 13, Jesus agrees that He is Lord and Teacher. He had to humble himself to 
serve people, and he did it gladly. What does it practically look like for you to humble yourself 
when serving a group or individual in your life? 

Observation: In the video earlier tonight, Ben spoke about how in the kingdom of God, we 
are shifted from the end goal of building our personal world to investing in the people 
around us. We have to surrender some difficult things to do this, but we gain something 
greater. 
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Question: When is a time that serving someone in your life has cost you? What fruit did it 
produce? 

Question: Just because we are doing good works doesn’t necessarily mean that we are living 
with the kingdom of God as our first priority. How can we tell the difference between when 
we are motivated by building our own kingdom and when we are building God’s kingdom? 

CHURCH VISION EMPHASIS: We are in a season of growing and expanding at church. As we 
expand our facility, we are making room for more people who are distant from God to come 
and find life and freedom. We are a house that values hospitality, excellence, and spiritual 
sensitivity. In order to minister to more people, we need greater numbers of people in our 
congregation to be activated to serve in their gifts in our church family. 

Closing Question: Are there ways that you could see yourself serving within our church 
family that you haven’t explored yet? 

Prayer: 
(LIFE GROUP LEADERS): Pray for the activation of your group members in their gifts, that we 
might be people that serve like Christ did. This might be a good opportunity to have people 
pair up to pray- it allows people to share at a deeper level as they explain what they are 
looking for God to do in their lives.
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