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 They thought they were coming into some form of higher knowledge through 
their mystical experiences, but Paul states that it is empty. 

 The word deceptive means empty, fraud or trick.  It sounded good but it was 
empty. 

 The phrase empty and deceptive describes this particular philosophy. 

 But Paul would encourage us to have a love for knowledge and truth in general 
but not apart from Christ.  
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 They were leaving maturity for infancy while they thought they were advancing. 

 Once a person leaves Jesus and the Word, they can only digress. 

 

 The phrase is also seen in Gal 4:3, and some see this as a reference to the law 
of God. 

 By returning to the Law of God they were not advancing as they thought, but 
were actually retreating and going back to childish learning.   

 The law was our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ, Paul would add. 

 

 In Gnosticism, you had God/The Creator on one end of the spectrum. 
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 Since everything material was evil thus Jesus could not possibly have a physical 
body. 

 Paul refutes that idea by stating that the full divine nature dwelt in the human 
body of Christ. 
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 The perfect tense communicates the idea of a past act having present results. 

 Thus, our past “faith in Christ” has lasting results in the present and future 

 

 Many try to complete themselves through pursuing after many different methods 
and philosophies and religious ideas. 

 The message here is that we can only become complete in Christ! 
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