Oakley Campus | Week at a Glance | Sep 21-Sep 27

Regular Sunday Service Times: 8:40, 9:50, and 11 AM

e Watch Online: at laurelridgechurch.org/watch

e Nursery/Preschool: At all service times

e Kids Church (K-6th) Services: At all service times

e THE RIDGE (MS and HS) (7-8th grades, 9-12th grades)

Community Group: Now at all service times.

e Wednesdays, Kids and Preteen Adventure
(K-4™ grades, 5-6™" grades) 6:15-8:00 PM

e Wednesdays, THE RIDGE (MS and HS)
(7-8" grades, 9-12™ grades) 6:15-8:00 PM

e Tuesdays: Celebrate Recovery: 6:00 PM, Oakley Campus

e Thursdays Prayer Team: 5:30 PM, Room 104
e Thursdays, Grief Share: 7:00 PM, Room 301

For other opportunities and Community Group info, visit laurelridgechurch.org

Oakley Campus Planner

9/30: Worship Night, 7pm

*10/4: Men’s Breakfast, 8-9:45am, Gym

10/5-11/17: Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes
10/8: K-3" Parent/Child Game night, 6:15-8pm, Gym
10/8: No K-12'" Regular Wednesday Evening Program
10/13: Mommy Meet Up, 9am, Gym

10/15: No K-12" Wednesday Evening Program

10/22: No K-12" Wednesday Evening Program

10/24: Harvest Carnival, 6-8:30pm

11/2: Daylight Savings Time Ends

*11/2: Growth Pathway-9-10:45 am, Rm 301
15 Base, Connect with Jesus and the Church

*11/2: Child/Teen Baptism Class, 12:10pm, Rm 301

11/2-30: Angel Tree

*11/9: Growth Pathway- 9-10:45 am. Rm 301
2" Base, Developing Daily Habits with Jesus

11/11: Veterans Day (Office Closed)

11/13: GriefShare Surviving the Holidays Seminar
7-8:30pm, Rm 301

*11/14: Youth Lock-In, 7pm-7am
11/16: Baptism Sunday, 11am

*11/16: Growth Pathway- 9-10:45 am. Rm 301
3" Base, Living Faithfully for Jesus

11/18: SALT 60+Thanksgiving, 11:30am, Gym

*11/23: Growth Pathway- 9-10:45 am. Rm 301
Home Base, Sharing Jesus with confidence

*Register at laurelridgechurch.org/register

Laurel Ridge Church: Seek God. Build Community. Unleash Compassion.




/ : E : EKKLESIA
When It All Started

LAUREL RIDGE September 21, 2025

Community Church

o The book of Acts tells us the story of the first century church. It didn’t begin as
an institution. It began as a movement.

ekklesia (Church) actually means: an assembly or gathering.

1. THE MESSAGE.

Matthew 16:13-18 - When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, "Who do people say the Son of Man is?"" ™ They replied, ""Some say John the Baptist;
others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 1° ""But what about you?"
he asked. "Who do you say | am?" '8 Simon Peter answered, ""You are the Christ, the Son
of the living God." 7 Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not
revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. '8 And | tell you that you are Peter, and on
this rock | will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.

Acts 1:6-8- So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to
restore the kingdom to Israel?"" 7 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates
the Father has set by his own authority. ® But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses. ..

2. THE MISSION

Acts 1:6-9- ...in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
3 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their
sight.

Acts 2:74-16- Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd:
"Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to
what | say. '® These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the morning! '8 No, this
is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:



Acts 2:22-24 - "Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to
you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves
know. 22 This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you,
with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 2 But God raised
him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to
keep its hold on him.

Acts 2:32, 33, 37, 38, 39, 47 - God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the
fact. 33 Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy
Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear... 36 ""Therefore let all Israel be assured
of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." 37 When the
people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles,
"Brothers, what shall we do?" 38 Peter replied, ""Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off — for
all whom the Lord our God will call." ... *' Those who accepted his message were
baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.

3. THE OF THE PEOPLE.

Acts 2:42- They devoted themselves. ..

DEVOTED MEANS: To be earnest towards, to persevere, be constantly diligent, or to
attend tirelessly all the exercises.

A.TO SPIRITUALLY (SEEKING GOD).

Acts 2:42- .. .to the apostles' teaching. ..

B.TO WITH OTHERS (BUILDING COMMUNITY).

Acts 2:42 - .. .and to the fellowship,...

FELLOWSHIP MEANS: koinoenia "partnership," or "sharing."
Those who receive Jesus Christ become partners with Him and with all other
believers.

1 John 1:3 - We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have
fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.



The church is where you can experience relationships the way they were meant to be.

Acts 2:42-43- .. .to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and
many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.

C.TO EACH OTHER (BUILDING COMMUNITY AND
UNLEASHING COMPASSION).

Acts 2:44 - All the believers were together and had everything in common.

John 13:34-35- ""A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you
must love one another. 3 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another."

THIS CONNECTION WAS BOTH WITH CHRIST AND OTHERS

D.TO GENEROUSLY (UNLEASHING COMPASSION).

Acts 2:45 - Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.
The church is where our time, talents, and treasures are invested for eternity.

Acts 2:46 - Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,. ..

Acts 2:47- .. .praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. ..

E. WHEN WE SEEK GOD, BUILD COMMUNITY, AND UNLEASH COMPASSION WE ARE
ON MISSION WITH JESUS.

Acts 2:26 - ...And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

The church is where peaple get adopted into God's family.

Free Wi-Fi: LRCC-GuestWifi ~ Password: Irccguest
Five Easy Ways to Give:
1. In Person: Place your offering in an offering box at either exit.
2. Our App: Search for “Laurel Ridge Community Church” on i0S and Android.
3. Online: laurelridgechurch.org/give
4. Bill Pay: Setup LRCC on your bank’s Bill Pay. Your name is your account number.
5. Mail a check to the church: 2459 Laurel Road, Oakley, CA 94561
Questions? Call 925-625-9500



