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 Conflicting beliefs about politics 

 Conflicting beliefs about morality  

 Conflicting beliefs about theology  

 

Scene 1. The question was not asked to understand his teaching, the 

question was asked to _______________________________ him. 

 

John 8:1-6 - But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 At dawn he appeared again 

in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down 

to teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman 

caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus, 

"Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 In the Law Moses 

commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?" 6 They were using 

this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. 

 

Deuteronomy 22:22 - If a man is found sleeping with another man's wife, both 

the man who slept with her and the woman must die. 

 

 They are asking Jesus to choose between conviction 

___________________________ compassion. 

 

If Jesus chooses conviction, then this woman must die. If Jesus chooses 
compassion, in essence, He is saying sin is no big deal. 



 

Romans 12:9 - Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.  

 

Scene 2. What would Jesus’ ___________________________ be?  

 

John 8:6-9 - …But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his 

finger. 7 When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, 

"If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her."  8 

Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. 9 At this, those who heard began 

to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the 

woman still standing there.  

 

Author Hugh Halter writes about the scene: 

“The powerful revelation is that the God of the universe---the only one 

who should have genuinely been offended, who could have postured 
Himself as judge and executioner---literally lowers Himself to her level 

and becomes her only friend, protector and advocate (the one on her 

side).” 

 I think this challenges us with a crucial question:                      

If a person wouldn’t say, “I am _______________________ 

them,” do they have a right to challenge them with their 

convictions?  

 

Scene 3. The ________________________ Jesus would give them.  

 

John 8:10-11 - Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where are they? 

Has no one condemned you?" 11 "No one, sir," she said. "Then neither do I 

condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin."  

 

 Compassion _____________________________ Conviction 

 

Jesus demonstrates that the most important word is “____________”. 
 



 

How do we learn to live in the “and?” 

Scene 4. The twist is the fact that _______________ are the woman.  

 

Romans 3:22-24 - This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus 

Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 23 for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified freely by his grace through the 

redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  

 

Jesus lives in the “and.” And he ___________________________ 

us to be people who live in the “and,” too. 

 

Big Ideas: 

 

1. AND Resist __________________________________ the bait. 

2. AND ___________________________________ to understand. 

3. AND _________________________________ the truth in love. 

 

Wi-Fi password:  lrccguest 

Five Easy Ways to Give: 

1. In Person:  Place your offering in an offering box at either exit. 

2. Our App:  Search for “Laurel Ridge Community Church” on iOS and Android. 

3. Online:  laurelridgechurch.org/give 

4. Bill Pay:  Setup LRCC on your bank’s Bill Pay. Your name is your account number 

5. Mail a check to the church:  2459 Laurel Road, Oakley, CA 94561 

Questions?  Call 925-625-9500 

 

 


