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BUILDING a LIFE of FAITH  

How to Thrive 
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May 14, 2023 

 

 

 
 

THE URGENT AND THE IMPORTANT ARE OFTEN TWO VERY DIFFERENT 

THINGS. JUST BECAUSE IT HAS TO BE DONE NOW, DOESN'T MEAN IT'S 

THE MOST IMPORTANT THING.   

 

Ephesians 5:15-16 - "Live life with a due sense of responsibility, not as those who 

do not know the meaning of life but as those who do. 16 Make the best use of 

your time..."  (Ph) 

 

THREE BARRIERS THAT PREVENT YOU FROM THRIVING:  

 

 VALUES THAT ARE ____________________. 

 EXPECTATIONS THAT ARE _______________. 

 ENERGY THAT IS _____________________. 

 

THRIVING STRATEGIES: 

 

1.  UNDERSTAND YOUR ______________________. 

 

Luke 2:49 - Did you not know that I must be about My Father's business?" 

 

John 19:30 - When Jesus had tasted it, he said, "It is finished," and bowed his 

head and dismissed his spirit.  

 

John 11:5 - Although Jesus was very fond of Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, 6 he 

stayed where he was for the next two days and made no move to go to them. 7 

Finally, after the two days, he said to his disciples, "Let's go to Judea."  



 

Matthew 6:33 - But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all 

these things will be given to you as well.  

 

 YOUR LIFE WILL EITHER BE SHAPED BY YOUR PRIORITIES OR BY 

YOUR PRESSURES. 

 

Proverbs 17:24 - "An intelligent person aims at wise action, but a fool starts off in 

many directions."   

 

Proverbs 12:11b - "... It is stupid to waste time on useless projects."   

 

Proverbs 16:9 - "We should make our plans, counting on God to direct us."  

 

2.  UNDERSTAND YOU ARE NOT ____________________________. 

 

Proverbs 12:25 - "Anxiety in a man's heart weighs it down."   

 

Proverbs 14:30 - "A relaxed attitude lengthens a man's life."   

 

Proverbs 17:22 - "Being cheerful keeps you healthy.  It is a slow death to be 

gloomy all the time."   

 

3.  UNDERSTAND GOD MUST BE THE _______________ OF YOUR LIFE. 

 

Proverbs 10:27 - "Reverence for God adds hours to each day..."   

 

Proverbs 14:26 - "Reverence for God gives a man deep strength."   

 

____________ HAVE JUST ENOUGH TIME TO DO GOD'S WILL. 

 

Proverbs 3:5-6 - Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own 

understanding; 6 think about Him in all your ways, and He will guide you on the 

right paths. HCSB   

 



 

Things you can do this week: 

 

1. Make a list of what you are thankful for. 

2. Spend time each day connecting with Jesus: Bible reading, prayer, meditation.  

3. Think of a way to add humor into your life. 

Contribution Statements Available  

laurelridgechurch.org/giving-statement 

Wi-Fi password:  lrccguest 

Five Easy Ways to Give: 

1. In Person:  Place your offering in an offering box at either exit. 

2. Our App:  Search for “Laurel Ridge Community Church” on iOS and Android. 

3. Online:  laurelridgechurch.org/give 

4. Bill Pay:  Setup LRCC on your bank’s Bill Pay. 

5. Mail a check to the church:  2459 Laurel Road, Oakley, CA 94561 

Questions?  Call 925-625-9500 

 


