






Forty-Nine years after the Babylonian captain of the guard set fire to the 
city and temple, a burnt offering from those who had returned to the land 
was again smoking to the God of Israel on the exact spot where the brazen 
altar of Solomon stood.  

The flame that had consumed Jerusalem was for Judah a purifying fire… 

Matthew Henry on the book of Ezekiel: 
“The word of instruction & the rod of correction may be great service to us 

in concert with each other. The word to explain the rod and the rod to 
enforce the word; both together bring wisdom”



The book of Daniel pictures for us a man faithful to the Law  
in the midst of luxury and corruption… 

“This is an ordered world, the cruel beast-like kingdoms may have 
their turn, but they dash themselves against the Divine Providence. 

The final permanent Kingdom shall be the kingdom of the saints.” 







“For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my 
sheep and will seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock 
when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek 
out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they 
have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. And I 
will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed 
them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the 
inhabited places of the country. I will feed them with good pasture, 
and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. 
There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture 
they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the 
shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, 
declares the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the 
strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the 
weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in 
justice.

KINGDOM: 
Daniel 2 and Daniel 7 
…head of the statue made of gold, breast and arms 
made of silver, belly and thighs made of bronze, legs 
made of iron, feet partly of iron and clay. 

Each a kingdom - Babylon, Medo-Persian, Greece, 
Rome (divided) and A Divine Kingdom - The God of 
heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be 
destroyed… it will crush and put an end to all the 
other Kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever. 

A Stone was cut out of the mountain without hands 
and it crushed them all… 

Daniel 6:26… He is the living God & enduring 
forever, His Kingdom is one that will not be 
destroyed ( spoken by Darius to Daniel ) 

Daniel 7:27 …’His kingdom will be an everlasting 
kingdom, and all the dominions will serve and obey 
Him.’ 

KINGDOM: 
Jesus - Mark 1:12-13 “Temptation” 

Mark 1:14-15 -…”The time is fulfilled, and the 
Kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe the 
gospel.” 

Luke 4 - “Temptation” 

Jesus enters a synagogue and reads Isaiah 61. 

Isaiah 59:2 - …your iniquities have made a 
separation between you and your God and your sins 
have hidden His face from you…. 59:20 “A 
Redeemer will come to Zion and to those who turn 
from transgression… 

Isaiah 60 - Arise, shine for your light has come… 

Isaiah 61 - The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me…



REPENTANCE: 
Ezekiel 18:21-31 / 33:31 
…if a wicked person turns away from all his sins that 
he has committed and keeps all my statutes and 
does what is just and right, he shall surely live; he 
shall not die. 22 None of the transgressions that he 
has committed shall be remembered against him; for 
the righteousness that he has done he shall live. 
23 Have I any pleasure in the death of the wicked, 
declares the Lord GOD, and not rather that he 
should turn from his way and live? 

…Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest 
iniquity be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the 
transgressions that you have committed, and make 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! 

…And they come to you as people come, and they 
sit before you as my people, and they hear what you 
say but they will not do it; for with lustful talk in 
their mouths they act; their heart is set on their 
gain. 

REPENTANCE: 
John the Baptist - Luke 3 

Preaching a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 

Matthew 3 :8 - “Bring forth fruit in keeping with 
repentance; and do not presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father…”  

3:11 - “I baptize you with water for repentance, but 
he who is coming - will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire 

Matthew 3:2 - Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven 
is at hand. 

Matthew 4 (after Jesus’ temptation in the 
wilderness ) - “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand”



“For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my 
sheep and will seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock 
when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek 
out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they 
have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. And I 
will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed 
them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the 
inhabited places of the country. I will feed them with good pasture, 
and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. 
There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture 
they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the 
shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, 
declares the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the 
strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the 
weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in 
justice.

NEW BIRTH: 
Ezekiel 36: 
…I will take you cfrom the nations and gather you from 
all the countries and dbring you into your own land. 25 I 
will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean 
from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I 
will cleanse you. 26 And I will give you ia new heart, and 
ia new spirit I will put within you. iAnd I will remove the 
heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of 
flesh. 27  jAnd I will put my Spirit within you, iand cause 
you to walk in my statutes and kbe careful to obey my 
rules. 

SPRINKLE -…when referring to the blood of 
sacrifices on the altar symbolized and unbreakable 
bond between God and men. An integral part of the 
ceremony of purification. It confirmed sanctification. 

CLEAN - Purified, unalloyed ( unmixed, unpolluted, 
undefiled, uncorrupted ) 

NEW BIRTH: 
Jesus - John 2:14-17 - “Cleanses the Temple” 
Nehemiah 13 - Temple Cleansed of merchants 

John 3:5 …Unless one is born or water and the Spirit 
he cannot enter the Kingdom of God 

John 4 - “Women at the Well” 

…the water that I shall give shall become ‘in him’ a 
well of water springing up to eternal life 

…an hour is coming and now is when the true 
worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and in 
truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His 
worshipers. 

https://www.esv.org/Ps44.11
https://www.esv.org/Eze37.12%3BEze37.21
https://www.esv.org/Eze11.19-20
https://www.esv.org/Eze11.19-20
https://www.esv.org/Eze11.19-20
https://www.esv.org/Eze37.14
https://www.esv.org/Eze36.26
https://www.esv.org/Eze37.24


“For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my 
sheep and will seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock 
when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek 
out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they 
have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. And I 
will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed 
them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the 
inhabited places of the country. I will feed them with good pasture, 
and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. 
There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture 
they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the 
shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, 
declares the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the 
strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the 
weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in 
justice.

Pointing forward to the new city: Ezekiel 48:35 

…the name of the city from that day shall be, The Lord is there. 

Zechariah 2:4-5 
Jerusalem will be inhabited without walls… 

For I, declares the Lord, will be a wall of fire around her, and I will be 
the glory in her midst. 



“For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my 
sheep and will seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock 
when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek 
out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they 
have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. And I 
will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed 
them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the 
inhabited places of the country. I will feed them with good pasture, 
and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. 
There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture 
they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the 
shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, 
declares the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the 
strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the 
weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in 
justice.



EZRA 1 
In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the 
mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus 
king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom and 
also put it in writing: 
 “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me 
all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at 
Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3Whoever is among you of all his people, may his 
God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and 
rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of Israel—he is the God who is in 
Jerusalem. 





LET FEAR HAVE ITS PERFECT 
PURPOSE;  

TO DRIVE YOU CLOSER TO GOD 

& HIS PURPOSE



Zechariah 9:9-10 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of 
Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having 
salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal 
of a donkey. 10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war 
horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall 
speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from 
the River to the ends of the earth.







NEHEMIAH 
“Jehovah Comforts”

“Nehemiah trusted God completely and would not be intimidated by anyone.” 

Their enemies reproached & ridiculed them, but their scoffs were 
answered with prayer - Nehemiah 4 

“So many traps and snares were set for Nehemiah, but he stayed close to God, He 
stayed pure and walked slow with a continued eye on himself and God’s purposes. “ 

God guided his steps.  










