


How to Walk Worthy in Wicked Days (part 2)

Make the most of your time in these evil days (5:15-21)



Pay careful attention, then, to how you walk—not as unwise people but 
as wise—making the most of the time, because the days are evil. So 
don’t be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. 

Ephesians 5:15-17 CSB 



And don’t get drunk with wine, which leads to reckless living, 
but BE FILLED by the Spirit: 
 speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, 

singing and making music with your heart to the Lord, 
 giving thanks always for everything to God the Father  
     in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 submitting to one another in the fear of Christ. 

Ephesians 5:18-21 CSB 
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Make your household a model of the Gospel for all to see (6:1-4)



Children, obey your parents in the Lord, because this is right. Honor 
your father and mother, which is the first commandment with a 
promise, so that it may go well with you and that you may have a long 
life in the land. Fathers, don’t stir up anger in your children, but bring 
them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. 

Ephesians 6:1-4 CSB 
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Make your household a model of the Gospel for all to see (6:1-4)

Make sure your faith is founded on the Word of God (6:5-9)



Slaves, obey your human masters with fear and trembling, in the 
sincerity of your heart, as you would Christ. Don’t work only while being 
watched, as people-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, do God’s will from 
your heart. Serve with a good attitude, as to the Lord and not to people, 
knowing that whatever good each one does, slave or free, he will receive 
this back from the Lord. And masters, treat your slaves the same way, 
without threatening them, because you know that both their Master and 
yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him. 

Ephesians 6:5-9 CSB 



Paul confronts the practical issue of how slaves can deal with their 
situation, not whether slavery should be abolished (an issue not relevant 
to his point in the context of household codes); even a violent revolution 
could not have ended slavery in the Roman Empire. But the way he 
deals with the issue leaves no doubt where he would have stood had we 
put the theoretical question of slavery’s abolition to him: people are 
equals before God (6:9), and slavery is therefore against God’s will. 
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Kids

The Pater familias was the greatest in 
the household in both power and 
“substance”
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Pater familias

The oldest male Roman citizen in a household was the pater familias, 

exercising autocratic authority within the household

The pater familias was of a higher class of soul than those beneath them 

in the household

Above the pater familias was the Roman emperor, the pater familias over 

all of Rome



The Pater familias was the head of the 
household, even as Caesar was the 
head of all of the Patres familias 
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