








The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
Mark 1:1 CSB



Things to Consider to Read Mark Well:
Author -
Audience -

Agenda -



The tradition of the early church... affirms consistently that
this gospel was written by Mark in Rome as a record of
Peter's teaching, most probably while Peter was still alive

and therefore not later than the early sixties of the first
century.

France, The Gospel of Mark (NIGTC)
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Things to Consider to Read Mark Well:
Author - Mark (coworker of Peter) inspired by the Holy Spirit
Audience - Jews and Gentiles, with an emphasis on nonbelievers

Agenda - To understand Mark's agenda we need to talk about how
Mark chooses to end the Gospel



They went out and ran from the tomb, because trembling
and astonishment overwhelmed them. And they said
nothing to anyone, since they were afraid.

Mark 16:8 CSB



They went out and ran from the tomb, because trembling
and astonishment overwhelmed them. And they said

nothing to anyone, since they were afraid.

[Early on the first day of the week, after he had risen, he
appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had
driven seven demons.

Mark 16:8-9 CSB



They went out and ran from the tomb, because trembling
and astonishment overwhelmed them. And they said
nothing to anyone, since they were afraid.

Mark 16:8 CSB



Things to Consider to Read Mark Well:

Author - Mark (coworker of Peter) inspired by the Holy Spirit
Audience - Jews and Gentiles, with an emphasis on nonbelievers
Agenda - The ending of the Gospel shows us how Mark intended

to invoke a response to both the suffering of the Son of
Man and the reality of the empty tomb
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As it is written in Isaiah the prophet:

See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you;
he will prepare your way.

A voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

Prepare the way for the Lord;

make his paths straight!
Mark 1:2-3 CSB
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Jewish teachers often combined several texts or parts of
texts, especially if they had a key word or words in common
(here, “prepare the way”). Thus Mark cites both Isaiah (40:3)
and Malachi (3:1) here, although he mentions only Isaiah.
Isaiah refers to preparing the way for God, who is coming to
restore his people; Malachi refers to God coming in
judgment to set matters straight among his people.

Keener, IVP Bible Background Commentary: NT
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John came baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

Mark 1:4-5 CSB




To tell Jewish people that they had to be baptized or repent
the same way non-Jews did would have been offensive,
because it challenged the prevalent Jewish belief about
salvation. Most Jewish people thought that if they were born
Into a Jewish family and did not reject God's law, they would
be saved; John told them instead that they had to come to
God the same way that non-Jews did. The point of John's
baptism is that everyone has to come to God on the same
terms.

Keener, IVP Bible Background Commentary: NT



John came baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. The
whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem
were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the
Jordan River, confessing their sins.

Mark 1:4-5 CSB



John wore a camel-hair garment with a leather belt around

his waist and ate
“One who is more

ocusts and wild honey. He proclaimed,

powerful than | am is coming after me. |

am not worthy to stoop down and untie the strap of his
sandals. | baptize you with water, but

n

Mark 1:6-8 CSB



In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was
baptized in the Jordan by John. As soon as he came up out of
the water, he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit
descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven: “You are my beloved Son; with you | am well-
pleased.”

Mark 1:9-11 CSB



In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was
baptized in the Jordan by John. Immediately as he came up
out of the water, he saw the heavens being torn open and
the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came
from heaven: “You are my beloved Son; with you | am well-

pleased.”
Mark 1:9-11 CSB



Immediately the Spirit drove him into the wilderness. He
was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. He
was with the wild animals, and the angels were serving him.

Mark 1:12-13 CSB



After John , Jesus went to Galilee, proclaiming
the good news of God: “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom
of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!”

Mark 1:14-15 CSB
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The same word used for the betrayal of Jesus by Judas and
regularly is translated “being handed over”
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The language implies more than John being arrested, and
foreshadows what is coming for Jesus
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The same word used for the betrayal of Jesus by Judas and
regularly is translated “being handed over”

The language implies more than John being arrested, and
foreshadows what is coming for Jesus

The one who prepares the way faces suffering despite
successfully preparing the way



After John , Jesus went to Galilee,
proclaiming the good news of God: “The time is fulfilled, and
the kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the
good news!"”

Mark 1:14-15 CSB



The Theme of Suffering and Success in Mark
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Success -
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Messiah, but is betrayed and imprisoned before Jesus begins
his ministry
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The Theme of Suffering and Success in Mark

Suffering - John the Baptist prepares the way for the
Messiah, but is betrayed and imprisoned before Jesus begins
his ministry

Success - The way is prepared and Jesus begins proclaiming
the coming of the Kingdom of God



After John , Jesus went to Galilee,
proclaiming the good news of God: “The time is fulfilled, and
the kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the
good news!"”

Mark 1:14-15 CSB
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How We Must Respond to the Gospel of Mark

Redefine success by understanding the suffering of Jesus as
the triumph of the Kingdom of God

Recognize that suffering is not a sign of failure when the
kingdom advances

Ready yourself for suffering in this life as you follow Christ






