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So, then, remember that at one tlme you were Gentlleshn the flesh—
called*;the uncircumeised” by those called “the circumcised,” which is
done in the flesh by human hands. At that time you were without Christ,”
excludeti from the citizenship of Israel, and foreigners to the covenants

of promise, without hope and without God in the world.
ﬁgghesnans 2:11-12 CSB
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But now in ChrlstJesus you who were far away have been brought near
by the*blooe of Christ For he is our peace, whd made both groups one
and tore down the dividing wall of hostility. In his flesh,

the law c'bnS|st|ng of commands and expressed in regulations, so
that he might create in himself one new man from the " two, resulting in
peace. He did this so that he might reconcile both tcﬂéod in one body
through'the cross' by which he put the/hosﬁlllty to death. He came and
proclaimed. the good, new lo pe to you who ~¢rg far away_and

peace to the who[weré c';, / ~
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Paul wrltes this letter from prison because he ha's been tfaTser charged
with takingsa non-Jew inside the templein Jerusalem (Acts 21:28). Taking
a non-Jew beyond a particular dividing pointsin the temple was such an

importdnt breath of Jewish law that the Romans even permltted Jewish
leaders to execute violators of this law. |

r The IVP B/b/le Background Conﬁi/entaly New Testament




But now in Christ Jesus, you who were far awa‘y have been brought near
by the*blooe of Christ For he is our peace, whd made both groups one
and tore down, the dividing wall of hostility. Im his flesh, .
the law consisting of commands and expressed in regulations, so
that he might create in himself one new man from the two, resulting in
peace. He did this so that he might reconcile both tcﬂ;’éod in one body
through'the cross$ by which he ‘puxhéé hostility to death. He came and
proclaimed the good ne |f'pe, ' to you whae were far away  and
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For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So,
then, you are no longer foréigners and*strangers, but fellow citizens
with the saints, and members of God's ¢household, built on the*®
foundation of tHe apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the
cornerstone. In him the whole building, being put together, grows into
a holy temple®in the Lord. In.him you are also being ,ﬁ;ﬁilt together for
God’s dw\e*llling in the Spirit:. | i
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- Ephesians 1:3-2:10 tells believers that through the work of Christ we are:,
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~ « Chosen before the foundation of the world ¢ o

- Adopted as childrenvof God - .

- Redeemed by the blood of Christ . T &

- RicHly covered in His grace -

. Reconciled to him ',j

« Given aninheritance * !

+ Sealed by the Spirit } , | 7 |
. Assured of His romlsesjo}\et w' 0 I 1, L/ Y o
. Made alive though we w E | : widv

‘ . ‘Raised tc;’%s vqm.; with CHrl 1
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